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Childhood without Abuse – towards a better child protection in Eastern Europe

Newsletter

May - November 2008
Welcome to the first issue of Childhood without Abuse Project Newsletter providing information on the project’s activities and initiatives undertaken in Eastern Europe in the field of child protection. Please distribute this newsletter widely within your organization and to your partners. If you like to be placed on mailing list, send information to dgajewska@fdn.pl. Newsletter is also available at www.canee.net. 
About the Childhood without Abuse Project
The project concerns a collaborative initiative of NGOs in 7 East European countries to raise awareness and expertise in relation to the problem of child abuse and neglect. The specific objectives of the programme include broadening public knowledge about prevention of child abuse and neglect; changing parents and caregivers’ attitudes associated with child rearing and child protection; improving competencies of East European professionals working with abused children through training programmes, supervisions, site visits, publications and research; and working out regional standards and solutions in the field of child abuse and neglect, based on proven strategies used in other countries. The project has been successfully implemented since 2005 in Bulgaria, Latvia, Lithuania, Macedonia, Moldova, Poland and Ukraine, and is financed by the OAK Foundation. This year project activities are devoted to development of interdisciplinary approach in professional assistance. read more
Project partners profiles     

Bulgaria     
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Social Activities and Practices Institute (Институт по социални дейности и практики) is dedicated to the welfare and protection of children at risk. The organisation’s mission is to develop social work as a helping profession enhancing the social inclusion of vulnerable groups in the social life of Bulgaria. www.sapibg.org 
Latvia
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Center Against Abuse “Dardedze” (Centrs Pret Vardarbibu “Dardedze”) provides holistic assistance to children who have suffered from abuse and to their families. Professionals working in the Center offer intensive treatment aimed at reducing emotional, physical and social effects of violence on the child. www.centrsdardedze.lv
Lithuania
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Children Support Center (Paramos Vaikams Centras) ensures psychological well-being of children, adults and whole families affected by violence or sexual abuse. The organisation works simultaneously in different fields, ranging from providing psychological guidance and counselling, through developing interdisciplinary training and cooperation programmes for professionals and volunteers, to raising public awareness. www.pvc.lt 
Macedonia
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First Children’s Embassy in the World ”Megjashi” (Прва Детска Амбасада во Светот “Меѓаши”) defines its task as child protection and preventing cases of child abuse for sexual or economic purposes. “Megjashi” works on developing the public’s awareness of children’s rights by organizing social and educational campaigns and by strengthening the NGO movement for children’s rights. www.childrensembassy.org.mk
Moldova
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National Center for Child Abuse Prevention (Centrul National de Prevenire a Abuzului Fata de Copii) works for reducing the level of violence towards children through prevention and education. NCCAP familiarizes the society with the main problems of abused children by publishing and disseminating awareness-raising materials and by organizing social campaigns promoting children’s rights. 
Poland
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Nobody’s Children Foundation (Fundacja Dzieci Niczyje) provides a broad scope of assistance to abused children. The Foundation’s activities are targeted at physically, emotionally, and sexually abused and neglected children, their parents and guardians, as well as professionals dealing with cases of child abuse. www.fdn.pl 
Ukraine
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Child Well-Being Fund (Український фонд “Благополуччя дітей”) provides various kinds of services aimed at improving the situation of children in Ukraine. To develop their full potential, CWF trainers organize educational activities targeted specifically at children and youth, and work on creating favourable conditions for their protection. www.childfund.org.ua 
Recent project activities

Publications     
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Childhood without Abuse Project Report                                        
The report describes first three years of implementation of the Childhood without Abuse Project. It comprehensively explains project objectives and provides information about partner organizations. Activities accomplished so far in the frame of the project are covered in detail. The report can be downloaded form www.canee.net. read more
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Child under the Umbrella of Law

Manual for professionals working with children issued by the Nobody's Children Foundation, Poland. The authors, Jolanta Zmarzik and Emilia Piwnik, describe basic legal acts concerning child abuse, possibilities of intervention and other issues related to legal proceedings in cases of child protection. As year 2008 of the Childhood without Abuse Project is devoted to an interdisciplinary assistance, the publication is also written with interdisciplinary approach in mind. read more
[image: image11.jpg]



Interdisciplinary help for child victims of crime, abuse and neglect

No. 23/2008 of the periodical "Abused Child. Theory, Research and Practice" published by the Nobody's Children Foundation, Poland, was dedicated to the problem of interdisciplinary assistance for abused children. This periodical gives theoretical background of systemic work on its different levels. It also contains articles focusing on Polish, as well as foreign solutions in the field of systemic assistance offered to children. Among the authors you can find Kevin Browne, Jan Horwath, Monika Sajkowska, and others. read more
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“I am going to court” promoted in Macedonia

On 2nd July promotion of the book “I am going to court” was launched by the First Children's Embassy in the World - Megjashi, Macedonia, gathering guests from government institutions and civil society sector. The book was adopted to Macedonian on the basis of Polish version of the book. Its aim is to help children in getting ready for testifying in court. read more
Supervisions and trainings
Social Activities and Practices Institute (Bulgaria), the Nobody's Children Foundation (Poland), Bulgarian Judges Association, and Bulgarian Ministry of Justice organised two trainings for professionals working with children, first on 9th - 11th April in Sofia, the second one on 9th - 11th June in Shoumen. The workshops focused on the issue of interviewing children and gathered representatives of courts, prosecutor's offices, police, NGOs and other institutions involved in child protection. read more
On 13th November Social Activities and Practices Institute carried out training on resilience as interdisciplinary work approach for child protection specialists from Eastern Europe. The training provided theoretical background, as well as practical guidelines for incorporating resilience approach in professional practice. read more
Prof. Margaret Lynch from UK was invited by Center Against Abuse “Dardedze” (Latvia) to conduct international supervision concerning interdisciplinary assistance. Supervision took place on 29th October in Riga, and gathered 26 participants from the police, custody court, social services, as well as health care professionals. 
Children Support Center (Lithuania) organized two local supervisions in Vilnius and Kaunas, attended by psychologists, social workers, and child protection officers. Two-day training on the topic of “Practical interventions in cases of violence and abuse” for social pedagogues, psychologists, and child protection officers also took place.

National Centre for Child Abuse Prevention (Moldova) organised trainings for Child Protection Councils on the topic of multidisciplinary approach in cases of child abuse and neglect. The events took place on 21st -22nd and 28th – 29th October and gathered members from 23 Child Protection Councils from Chisinau and 18 suburbs. Trainings were organized in partnership with Municipal Department for Child Rights Protection, Chisinau.
International supervisions at the Nobody’s Children Foundation (Poland) featured guest speakers such as Nancy Chandler from USA (“Standards for providing services to children by interdisciplinary teams”, 28th October, Warsaw) and prof. Peter Adriaenssens, Belgium (“Interdisciplinary approach to sexual abuse trauma and its therapy” 28th – 29th October, Warsaw). Both supervisions were attended by psychologists, prosecutors, judges, and social workers. Local supervisions for interdisciplinary teams working with cases of child abuse in the Praga Południe district of Warsaw have been taking place for the last few months. Till now five two-day trainings for 
interdisciplinary teams, including judges and psychologists working with child victims of crime, have also been organized.

Child Well-Being Fund (Ukraine) organized two trainings on interdisciplinary approach in the field of child abuse prevention. The events took place on 29th September – 1st October and 13th – 14th November and were attended by representatives of social services, child affairs services, Departments of Education, and Departments of Internal Affairs. Child protection specialists and officials from Ukraine also participated in subregional training carried out on 25th -26th November in Moldova. The training was facilitated by Daniela Popescu and Marianna Yanakevich. 
Coordinators meeting and conference in Sofia, Bulgaria
Annual coordinators meetings serve as an opportunity to share information about the project implementation in each country, positive outcomes as well as difficulties. This year national coordinators presented activities conducted on the topic of interdisciplinary assistance and their strategies for the social campaign “See it, Hear it, Say it”. Maria Keller-Hamela, project coordinator, introduced plans for the next year, putting emphasis on the theme of institutional abuse, and summarized the progress achieved after four years of the project implementation. The meeting was followed by international conference devoted to the problem of children taking part in legal proceedings. read more

On 11th - 12th November 2008 international conference "Child witness in criminal proceedings - multidisciplinary approach" took place in Sofia. The conference gathered judges and other legal and child protection specialists from Bulgaria, as well as representatives from Latvia, Lithuania, Macedonia, Moldova, Poland and Ukraine. Childhood without Abuse Project coordinators also participated in the conference. The event was carried out by Social Activities and Practices Institute with financial support of EU Phare Programme in Bulgaria, the OAK Foundation, The Open Society Institute East - East Programme, and the Trust for Civil Society in Central and Eastern Europe. read more
Social campaign
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This year social campaign “See it, Hear it, Say it” is being launched in project countries. The campaign aims to raise public sensitivity to physical abuse of children and to enhance the engagement of witnesses of violence against children in efforts to reduce it. The campaign slogan is “Parents who beat their children are trying to hide it”. This initiative was first carried out in 2007 in Poland by the Nobody’s Children Foundation, and the images were created on pro bono basis by the advertising agency DDB Warsaw. read more
In Macedonia the campaign was inaugurated with a press conference held on 7th November. Soon the campaign will be visible with leaflets and posters distributed on the whole territory of Macedonia. read more 
You can find information about launching events and campaign visuals developed in project countries on www.canee.net in the Social Campaigns section.
Other initiatives in the East European region
Coalition for child-friendly interviewing in Bulgaria and Poland
Coalition is based on cooperation between two partner organisations in Childhood without Abuse Project, the Nobody’s Children Foundation and Social Activities and Practices Institute. Apart from protecting child witnesses and improving competences of professionals, goal of this project is to create interdisciplinary coalitions of institutions of justice system, NGOs and local agencies for protection of the rights of children participating in legal procedures. The project is financed by Trust for Civil Society in Central and Eastern Europe. read more
First child-friendly interview room in Bulgaria

On 25th June first child-friendly interview room in Bulgaria officially opened its doors. The room, located in the Complex for Social Services in Pazardzhik, will allow child victims of violence and witnesses of crimes to testify without necessity be confronted with the defendant, his attorney, the prosecutor and the administrator writing down the testimony. Establishing the room was financed by the OAK Foundation as a part of the "Hear the Child" project implemented by Social Activities and Practices Institute. read more
Child-friendly interview room in Lithuania 

Children Support Centre has been operating the room since April. The room is equipped accordingly to international standards and the organization’s team offers professional help in organizing and conducting interviews. Developing training/supervision program for legal system specialists working with children is also planned. read more
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V National Conference „Helping children - victims of crime", Poland

The event took place on 27th - 28th October 2008, in Warsaw. It was jointly organized by the Ministry of Justice, Warsaw City Hall - Social Policy Office and the Nobody's Children Foundation. The main aim of the event was to find new ways of improving the situation of children who fell victims of crime. Conference sessions featured many Polish and international experts active in the field of child protection, including Kevin Browne (UK), Nancy Chandler (USA), Peter Adriaenssens (Belgium) and Lars Lööf (Sweden). read more
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"Good Parent - Good Start" is a preventive programme implemented by the Nobody's Children Foundation. It is the first Polish programme aimed at preventing the abuse of the youngest children (children under 3). The goal of the programme is to protect young children from abuse through supporting their parents/caregivers in parenting without violence - by offering them free access to educational resources and support services. It was launched in 2007 as a pilot programme implemented in selected Warsaw districts. read more 
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Support for victims of sexual abuse in Macedonia

On 26th September, CIRa (Institutional Development Centre) and First Children's Embassy in the World - Megjashi, launched a campaign for establishment of Fund for Support of Children and Youth Victims of Sexual Abuse. The objective is to collect resources for support of the under aged victims of sexual abuse and their families, as well as for implementation of activities helping to overcome the consequences of sexual abuse (legal aid, psycho-social assistance, reintegration in the community) and implementation of information and educational campaigns for prevention of further sexual abuse of children and youth. read more
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School Free from Violence Project in Bulgaria

“School Free from Violence” is a project implemented in Bulgaria by UNICEF, the State Agency for Child Protection, Sofia Municipality, Ministry of Education and Science, and other institutions. The project aims toward creating a safe and supporting school environment through direct interaction with children, teachers and parents in the school. The project was launched in 6 pilot schools in Sofia, in the school year 2007 - 2008, and will be continued next year. read more
Prevention of violence towards children in Ukraine
Child Well-Being Fund is currently implementing the project "Overcoming Violence - Piloting a Model for the Structural Prevention of Violence towards Children" in partnership with the State Social Service for Family, Children and Youth, Kiev City Centre of Social Services for Family, Children and Youth, Kiev City Service in Child Affairs, with financial support of international organization Bread for the World (Germany). The project is planned for years 2008 and 2009. The aim of this initiative is to enhance social services for families and children in the sphere of violence prevention. It is focusing on 4 Kiev city districts. read more
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Unsafe Havens? Violence against Children at Home and in Schools in the Baltic Sea region
A new study on corporal punishment and school bullying by Save the Children Sweden aims at exploring measures taken to prevent physical and humiliating punishment of children and bullying and to build the case for legal provisions, public education and adequate protection systems. It covers six countries; Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and Sweden, and the St. Petersburg region of the Russian Federation. You can download the publication on www.canee.net. read more 
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riends Across Borders

Friends Across Borders is a regional anti-bullying project in the Baltic Sea region coordinated by Save the Children Sweden. The project aims to implement successful methods of preventing bullying throughout Baltic Sea region and raise public awareness of the problem. read more
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Raise your hand against smacking!
On 15 June in Zagrzeb, Croatia, the Council of Europe started a Europe-wide awareness-raising initiative against corporal punishment of children "Raise your hand against smacking". The campaign is focusing on the need to ban corporal punishment of children and promoting positive parenting. read more
As the campaign develops, different resources concerning corporal punishment in Europe are made available on CoE website, including publications, country reports, legal texts. 
116 111 in Eastern Europe
116 111 is a EU-wide number serving as a free child and youth helpline. Last months have shown increased involvement of East European countries in establishing and operating the helpline. As for the end of October 2008, 116 111 has been working in Romania, operated by Asociatia Telefonul Copilului, in Czech Republic with Linka bezpeci, in Slovakia with UNICEF and in Hungary, as Kek Vonal helpline. Launching of 116 111 in these countries has been accompanied by publicity campaigns aiming to reach children and youth in difficulties. 

Starting from 6th November 116 111 is being operated also in Poland by the Nobody's Children Foundation, with Polkomtel S.A. as Official Sponsor and Technological Partner in the helpline implementation. Thanks to agreement made between the Police Commander in Chief and the Nobody's Children Foundation, in case when life or heath of a child is allegedly at threat, helpline consultants are authorized to initiate police intervention. A special website has also been launched, where children can ask questions online, participate in forum, read useful guidelines concerning difficulties typical for their age. read more about 116 111 inauguration in Poland
Announcements

During 50th Session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, that will take place from 12th to 30th January 2009, periodic report on the implementation of the Convention by Republic of Moldova will be examined. You can download the governmental report from High Commissioner for Human Rights website.

British Association for the Study and Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect is announcing 7th NATIONAL CONGRESS to take place on 13th - 16th September 2009 at Swansea University, Swansea, South Wales, UK. Topic of the event: "Changing Landscapes, Emerging Challenges - contemporary issues in safeguarding children and young people". Deadline for abstracts submission is 30th January 2009. read more
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